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Introduction
Pride education promotes safe and inclusive environments for all students. The rainbow flag
symbolizes this commitment. Alternatively, staff may put up their own inclusive posters,
stickers, and flags to make students feel welcomed and respected.
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Where Does Thunder
Bay's Pride Education

stand?
Post-COVID, all 3 school boards have participated
in Pride flag raising, communicating between Pride

organizations and GSAs, and participating in
workshops and the Pride Breakfast

Gay Straight Alliance Clubs (GSAs) are only a part of High
Schools, excluding senior elementary grades (7/8)

 
"Fully Alive" textbooks support ended last month(March 2023)

but no update to community by TBCDSB

“Sometimes, school is the only safe place for some
kids.” - Ellen Chambers, June 2021, the Bay 99.9



Ontario's School Mission for Health and Physical Education
building relationships: support healthy relationships and respect diversity

deepening their sense of self: build an understanding of their own identity and feeling that they belong
 
 

Issues in Curriculum Appendices:
To begin with, looking at the "Ontario Health and Physical Education Curriculum 2019" to understand the base of respecting diversity and
building an understanding of identity, Thunder Pride did find issues with phrasing for certain terms that stick to more binary and outdated
views.

Within the appendix, definitions of "gay" and "lesbian" have the gendered pronouns of "men/women", while the preferred wording is
"male/female-identified people".

"transgender, trans:  ...an umbrella term that describes people with diverse gender identities and gender expressions that do not conform
to stereotypical ideas about what it means to be a girl/woman or boy/man in society. ‘Trans’ can mean transcending beyond, existing
between, or crossing over the gender spectrum.”  

Our preferred terminology would be: "trans is an umbrella term for anyone who does not fully or partly identify with their sex assigned at birth." The rest of
the previous definition moves into the "gender expression", "gender diverse" and "gender non conforming" terms.

What is the Current
Curriculum Teaching Us?



Issues in Curriculum Appendices Continued
"gender" According to the Ontario Human Rights Commission, gender is defined
as “the social classification of people as masculine and/or feminine.” -From Ontario
Curriculum Resources, Appendix, 2018 

We, however, do not agree with this and would prefer gender to be referenced as
per the newest World Health Organization definition: "Gender refers to the
characteristics of women, men, girls and boys that are socially constructed. This
includes norms, behaviours and roles associated with being a woman, man, girl or
boy, as well as relationships with each other. As a social construct, gender varies
from society to society and can change over time."  

"sex"  The category of male or female, based on characteristics that are biologically
determined."-From Ontario Curriculum Resources Appendix 2018 

We would prefer the definition given by The Canadian Institute of Health Research
2020, which states that, "Sex refers to a set of biological attributes in humans and
animals. It is primarily associated with physical and physiological features including
chromosomes, gene expression, hormone levels and function, and
reproductive/sexual anatomy. Sex is usually categorized as female or male but
there is variation in the biological attributes that comprise sex and how those
attributes are expressed."



Issues in Curriculum Appendices Continued

"Two-Spirit"  An Indigenous person who possesses both a masculine and feminine spirit. The
term can also be used to identify gender, sexual, and spiritual identities outside of traditional
Western definitions and binaries.” - From Ontario Curriculum Resources, Appendix, 2018 

We would like you to consider expanding on this definition to, in a way, to de-colonize your
approach to terms of reference.

“The term Two-Spirit is used currently to reconnect with tribal traditions related to sexuality
and gender identity; to transcend the Eurocentric binary categorizations of homosexuals vs.
heterosexuals or male vs. female; to signal the fluidity and non-linearity of identity processes; It’s
important to know that not all Native people identify as being Two-Spirited but will often use
lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender, or queer.” - "Walking in Two Worlds" by the Minnesota
Indian Women's Sexual Assault Coalition 2009

 We, however, are happy with the rest of the appendix on "gender expression", "gender identity",
"Intersex", "gender non-conforming", "sexual orientation."



Building Blocks of understanding 

Curriculums are designed to build foundational steps of understanding and knowledge. Many
teachers who stay in their preferred grades may not think about the whole picture from start to end. 
 Primary (example Grade 1-2) teachers may not open steps to the next level of ideas for grade 5 or 6,

or not know what grade 10s get taught, even though some students may have older
siblings/family/friends that will talk about ideas, thoughts and what they've learned as they get older.



Kindergarten is usually the first opportunity in a child’s life to be with children from all
socio-economic backgrounds and participate in a program together. It is a key time for the
development of all children.

First Steps

We want to make sure that in these first years, kids are learning about different family types. In
kindergarten, talking about families and cultures should be more rooted in curriculum. This

should also be a central learning path in primary grades as well.



Building Blocks of understanding Grades 1-8 
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Body parts and emotions 

Stages of development and body
appreciation

Body positivity, differences, respect, bullying,
consent

 Reproduction/puberty, self-concept and stereotypes, care for self/others,
relationships, consent, sexually explicit media, stress management, and

decision making.

Puberty, talking with family, factors affecting their understanding of
themselves and personal identity, including sexual orientation

Challenging stereotypes, creating and understanding their sense of self & how
outside factors shape it. Healthy relationships, consent, impacts of sexually

explicit media, changes through adolescence

Learning about STBBIs, consent/sexual health and decision making, protection/delaying
sexual activity, changes in relationships through adolescence

 Decisions about sexual activity and sources of support related to sexual health, protection.
Gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, knowing and appreciating oneself,  healthly

realtionships with intmacy

https://www.dcp.edu.gov.on.ca/en/


Building Blocks of understanding Grades 9-12 
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0%

Preventing pregnancy and STIs. Factors affecting gender identity and sexual orientation; supports. Thinking ahead about sexual health,
consent, and personal limits. Responding to bullying/ harassment (sexual harassment, gender-based violence, homophobia, racism)

Demonstrate an understanding of factors that can influence a person’s understanding of their gender identity/sexual orientation.

 Describe how their understanding of factors that affect reproductive and sexual health (e.g., environmental factors, genetics, injuries,
disabilities, hormonal levels, nutrition, substance use, sexually transmitted infections) and their knowledge of proactive health measures and

supports (medical check-ups, physical and mental) can be applied to avoid or minimize illness.  Learning/Growing/Changing and
understanding/empathy to said changes. Counselling and other resources to help students deal with substance use and abuse, as well as

physical, mental, and social health concerns. It can also create opportunities for students to link with outside agencies and community groups.

Harassment, violence, abuse – effects, legal implications, and responses. Using living skills and supports to
reduce vulnerability to harassment, violence, and abuse.  Harassment, violence, and abuse in local and global

contexts – resources, supports, and responses.  Skills and strategies for evolving relationships. Identifying
personal aptitudes and interests; developing life plans . Maintaining health and well-being when independent.

Bias and stereotyping in media portrayal of relationships.
 

Common misconceptions about sexuality in our culture to explain how these may cause harm to people
and how they can be responded to critically and fairly.  Explain how being in an exclusive relationship

with another person affects them and their relations with others. Learning your Human Rights.



The Catholic curriculum promotes abstaining from sex until marriage, and that
straying from this plan made by God “may put us at risk for physical, social, and
emotional harm.” Also speaking to natural family planning and negative views

about masturbation. This follows the criteria of “purity” or abstinence-only
education. 

Not only does the “threat of physical, emotional, and social harm” terrify
children and make them feel guilty about their sexuality and human urges,
evidence shows that abstinence-only programs do not work. Studies have

shown that these programs don’t affect the age at which kids decide to have
sex, but rather lead to increased rates of teen pregnancy because of the lack of

information that is provided on contraceptives and safe sex.   
 



 
When discussing 2SLGBTQIA+ relationships, the Ontario Catholic schools manual refers teachers to a

section within the Catechism of the Catholic Church entitled "Chastity and Homosexuality", which states
that “[homosexuals] must be accepted with respect, compassion, and sensitivity… . [However,] they are

contrary to the natural law [and] under no circumstances can they be approved.”
 

Many teachers are progressive and disagree with some to many of the Catholic school's moral guidelines.
For that reason, some may forego teaching some of the harmful lessons about sex and homosexuality, or

share their own opinion in conjunction with the material. This may open a forum for students to further
explore their own opinions on morals around sex and sexuality.

Navigating LGBTQ Identities and Religion
 

The relationship between religion and the LGBTQ community is a complicated one, and everyone
experiences it differently. It all depends on how you feel, and what you choose.



Kyle Iannuzzi, a 2SLGBTQ advisory committee member and former student trustee at the Toronto Catholic
District School Board (TCDSB), told CBC Toronto that "Fully Alive" is not inclusive of anyone who doesn't
identify as heterosexual and cisgender. "They provide developing minds as young as Grade 1 with
sexualized notions of self that adhere with the Catholic faith but are at odds with the reality of science
and nature," he said. "It really fosters an experience of loneliness and I think it contributes to the reasons
why self-harm is such an option for queer kids, especially in Catholic environments." - Tyler Cheese CBC
Jan 11 2023

 

Navigating LGBTQ Identities and Religion
 
 

textbooks
plans

 
what are the plans going forward for TBCSB for the replacement of
textbooks? Is there are new brand/series that has been chosen?



Queer Youth
& Faith

Resources

Lakehead Unitarian Fellowship (Thunder Bay)
St. Paul's United Church (Thunder Bay)

St. John’s United Church (Marathon)
Affirm United (Canada) – Faith Based Support

Groups

Student Christian Movement of Canada
https://scmcanada.org/queer-resources/

 
The United Church of Canada

https://united-church.ca/blog-theme/lgbtq2
 

Thunder Bay Faith Communities

http://www.luf.ca/
http://stpaulstbay.net/about-us/affirming-ministry/
http://www.stjohnsmarathon.ca/
https://affirmunited.ause.ca/lgbt-support-groups-in-canada/


What do queer youth experience in Thunder Bay?

Every highschool in Thunder Bay has a GSA, but grades 7 and 8 do not have those connections or
resources.

• 70.4% of all students hear homophobic expressions such as “that’s so gay” every day in school. 
• 51% of LGBTQ students have been verbally harassed about their sexual orientation and 21% have been
physically harassed or assaulted about their sexual orientation.
 • 74% of trans youth have been verbally harassed about their gender expression and more than a third
have been physically harassed or assaulted about their gender. 
• 45% of youth with LGBTQ parents have been sexually harassed at school; over a quarter have been
physically harassed or assaulted about the sexual orientation of their parents and their own perceived
sexual orientation or gender identity. 
• 48% of youth of colour, both LGBTQ and heterosexual, reported not knowing of any teachers or other
school staff members who are supportive of LGBTQ students; only half of them would be very
comfortable talking about LGBTQ matters even with a close friend.

-mygsa.ca



Thunder Pride Youth Caucus findings

Youth in Thunder Bay experience a great deal of isolation. Small
communities limit options that can be available for youth. Youth have
fewer resources / money to access entertainment and
activities. Boredom can lead to alcohol and drug use, unhealthy
sedentary lifestyles, apathy and depression.

Thunder Bay lacks visibility of its LGBTQ community. Without visible
and outspoken LGBTQ mentors, youth feel alone in coming to terms
with their sexual orientation or gender identity. 
LGBTQ lives may appear incompatible with family values. Unlike other minority groups,
LGBTQ youth often do not have the same kind of support from family
and friends in dealing with rejection, discrimination and social stigma.

-Emily L.



Sex education in school settings focus primarily on heterosexual sex and relationships. Positive and affirming
information on topics such as the normalcy of sexual experimentation, pleasurable aspects of sex, safer sex
practices and consent should be more visible. LGBTQ youth also need readily available resources and access to
free safer sex supplies.

LGBTQ youth in Thunder Bay do not have a centre or designated organization where they can find safer space,
interact with one another and engage with their identities. Public secondary schools have established Gay-
Straight Alliances. However, many youth feel that their safety and social reputations are compromised by
attending these meetings. 

For queer youth who are enrolled in the Catholic school system, there are fewer programs or resources focused
on LGBTQ realities and issues. 

Thunder Bay has a large First Nations population with a private First Nations High School. There have been past
initiatives to celebrate and support Two-Spirit youth. Students from the First Nations high school have tried to
use services through the public school Gay-Straight Alliances – these services are limited or may be lacking
cultural knowledge and history.

- Emily L.



OR



So you are not the worst school, and you
have a pretty active GSA. We're doin' fine
right?

Even within the GSA, Thunder Bay school
board staff and students have reported hate
and bullying from within. Many young CIS-
gendered students bully and sexually harass
those who are trans, gender fluid or gender
non-confroming. 

Complacency



GSAs can advocate for change and
support all students by not just
acting as a "safe space", but by
actively working together with
students, teachers, parents, other
schools and cities.



Thunder Bay Queer
Youth Resources

www.thunderpride.ca

https://www.tbdhu.com/LGBTQ2s

https://www.facebook.com/groups/other10perce
nt

https://tbifc.ca/program/two-spirit-lgbtq-mentor/

https://www.rainbowcollectiveofthunderbay.com/
resources-links

Thunder Pride

Thunder Bay District Health Unit

The Other 10% 12-15 year olds

Thunder Bay Indigenous Friendship Centre 
(Two-Spirit Mentor Program)

Rainbow Collective



Airlane Hotel 7am-9am
Tickets go on Sale May 1st



Pride Month Events Schedule will
have media release on April 26



form can be filled out online at
thunderpride.ca/sponsor



Thank you for
learning with us
and supporting
inclusivity in
education!

Thunder Pride Association 
Mailing Address:
Box 29006 McIntyre Centre
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 5K0
hello@thunderpride.ca
www.thunderpride.ca

mailto:hello@thunderpride.ca
http://www.thunderpride.ca/

